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SUBJ: KING ON ELECTIONS AND OPPOSITION PARTICIPATION IN 
GOVERNMENT 

1. KING HASSAN, IN INTERVIEW WITH "FRANCE INTER" PUBLISHED 
BY SEMI-OFFICIAL MOROCCAN PRESS APRIL 29, ADDRESSED ISSUE 

OF FUTURE ELECTIONS AND PARTICIPATION OF OPPOSITION PARTIES IN 
GOVERNMENT. AS IN MARCH 3 THRONE DAY SPEECH (RABAT 1129), 

HE CITED NEED FOR SOLIDARITY ON SAHARA AS NECESSITATING HIS 
DECISION TO POSTPONE ELECTIONS. IN AN ELECTION CAMPAIGN, 

A COUNTRY DOES A "STRIPTEASE", HE COMMENTED, AND IT WOULD 
BE DISAGREEABLE TO HIM AND USELESS TO THE STATE TO DISRUPT 
CURRENT UNITY ON SAHARA OVER PURELY INTERNAL DISSENSIONS 
"WHICH MAY EXIST BETWEEN THE POLITICAL PARTIES." 

2. COMMUNAL, MUNICIPAL, PROVINCIAL, PROFESSIONAL, AND 
REGIONAL ELECTIONS HAD NOT BEEN POSTPONED, KING CONTINUED. 
ON CONTRARY, A TIMETABLE WOULD BE WORKED OUT AND THE 
POLITICAL PARTIES WOULD BE ASKED, THROUGH HAVING MINISTERS 
IN GOVT, TO OVERSEE THESE ELECTIONS, HE ELABORATED. ONLY 
AT A MORE DISTANT TIME, KING ADDED, WOULD HE SEE ABOUT 
PROBLEM OF GENERAL ELECTIONS. 

3. KING ALSO STATED THAT HE HAD CONSULTED POLITICAL PARTIES 
BEFORE HE DECIDED TO POSTPONE GENERAL ELECTIONS, AND ALL HAD 
APPROVED THIS IDEA. 
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VIEWS ON ELECTION ISSUE SINCE MARCH 3 THRONE DAY SPEECH, 

ALTHOUGH PRIVATE ECHOES HAVE REACHED US THROUGH OPPOSITION 
POLITICIANS (RABAT 1259 AND 1996). TIMING AND MODALITIES OF 
ELECTIONS AND PARTY PARTICIPATION IN GOVT REMAIN IMPRECISE. 

KING, HOWEVER, DREW A SHARPER DISTINCTION IN THIS INTERVIEW 
THAN IN PAST BETWEEN PROFESSIONAL AND LOCAL COUNCIL ELECTIONS 
WHICH COULD BE HELD RELATIVELY SOON AND GENERAL ELECTIONS WHICH 
TO BE CONSIDERED "AT A MORE DISTANT TIME." PROFESSIONAL AND 
MUNICIPAL COUNCIL ELECTIONS HAD BEEN GENERALLY VIEWED BY 
POLITICAL PARTIES AS FLOWING NATURALLY AND WITHOUT UNUSUAL DELAY 
INTO LEGISLATIVE ELECTIONS (ONE THIRD OF LEGISLATURE, 

ACCORDING TO 1972 CONSTITUTION, IS CHOSEN BY PROFESSIONAL 
AND LOCAL BODIES, AND TWO THIRDS BY DIRECT VOTE). 

5. KING ALSO NOW APPEARS DEFINITELY INCLINING TOWARD POLITICAL 
PARTY PARTICIPATION IN A GOVT WITH LIMITED ROLE OF SUPERVISING 
ELECTIONS, RATHER THAN COALITION WITH BROADER POWERS. 

ISTIQLAL AND USFP TELL US THEY ARE AMENABLE TO THIS APPROACH, 

WHILE PPS HAS FAVORED BROADER RESPONSIBILITIES FOR A UNITY 
CABINET. ISTIQLAL AND USFP, MEANWHILE. HAVE STRESSED TO 

US PRIVATELY THAT THEY DID NOT ACQUIESCE WILLINGLY BEFOREHAND 
IN POSTPONEMENT OF ELECTIONS, AS KING NOW MAINTAINING PUBLICLY. 

6. BIG QUESTION OF COURSE REMAINS HOW FAST AND FAR KING WILL 
ACTUALLY GO TOWARD IMPLEMENTATION OF THESE INTERNAL POLITICAL 
CONCEPTS. NEVERTHELESS, KING'S INTERVIEW SHOULD HELP SUSTAIN 
CURRENT HOPES OF OPPOSITION PARTIES FOR PARTICIPATION IN A 
UNITY GOVERNMENT, WHICH THEY THINK COULD COME AS EARLY AS 
JUNE OR JULY. INTERVIEW MAY ALSO HAVE BEEN CONCEIVED WITH 
UPCOMING GISCARD D'ESTAING VISIT IN MIND. KING'S RELATIVELY 
UPBEAT APPROACH ON INTERNAL AFFAIRS (AND ALSO HIS WARM PRAISE 
FOR MOROCCAN-FRENCH RELATIONSHIP ELSEWHERE IN INTERVIEW) 

SHOULD HELP FOSTER SUITABLE ATMOSPHERE FOR THE VISIT. 
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